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Agenda

• Scope

• Buying online from auction sites

• Searching online & finding items

• Sniping

• Caveat Emptor

• Spotting the crooks



Scope



List of possible topics...
• The demise of stamp shops and rise of online dealers

• Spotting stolen items

• Digital Imaging

• Expert opinion without leaving the house

• Online catalogues

• Online specialist websites

• Accessing worldwide auctions

• Research

• Easy access to worldwide Postal Systems websites

• Thematic resources

• Recruiting new members via a website

• Stamp blogs (read existing or create own)

• Podcasts (listen to existing or create own)

• Youtube how to videos (watch existing or create own)

• Access to worldwide stamp, cover, postcard exchanges.

• Postcrossing - postcard exchange

• 100stamps.club - stamp exchange

• Stampboards - stamp, postcard and cover exchanges

• Virtual exhibitions & presentations

• Virtual collections

“But there is NO substitute for the instant contact and access to millions 
of websites. You can improve the Internet, but there's no substitute.”



Buying online

Online Auctions 

v

Traditional 
Auctions



Online auction sites

• eBay - http://www.ebay.co.uk 

• Delcampe - https://www.delcampe.net 

• Hipstamp* - https://www.hipstamp.com  

• eBid - http://www.ebid.net/uk/  

*Formerly BidStart (bought by SG)

http://www.ebay.co.uk/
https://www.delcampe.net
https://www.hipstamp.com
http://www.ebid.net/uk/


Traditional Auctions
http://www.stampdomain.com/auctionhouse.htm

http://www.stampdomain.com/auctionhouse.htm


Searching online

http://www.magpiecatalogue.com/

http://www.magpiecatalogue.com/


Searching online

• Control F or Command F = Find



How to find what you want

• Google search 

• Auction Sieve - http://
www.auctionsieve.com/

• Followed Searches

http://www.auctionsieve.com/


Auction Sieve



Watch lists and alerts



Watch lists will email you 
daily with new items that 
match your search criteria

Watch lists and alerts



eBay and sniping
Rule 1  

Never bid on eBay without 
sniping



What is sniping?

“The term sniping, sniper or snipe with 
regards to auctions, specifically eBay relates 
to the automated bidding by a piece of 
software or from a website service that 
places a bid within a period of time from the 
end of the auction.

Usually sniping software aims to place a bid 
just seconds before the end of the eBay” 



Sniping programmes

• Gixen - http://www.gixen.com/index.php

• Goofbid - https://www.goofbid.com 

• Auction Sniper - http://uk.auctionsniper.com/

• MyiBidder - https://www.myibidder.com/

• Bidsniper - https://bidsniper.auctionstealer.com/

• Bidnapper - https://www.bidnapper.com

• Auctionstealer - http://www.auctionstealer.co.uk/ 

• Justsnipe - https://justsnipe.com/

• EZSniper - https://www.ezsniper.com 

• Snippys - http://www.snippys.net (also works with Delcampe)

http://www.gixen.com/index.php
https://www.goofbid.com
http://uk.auctionsniper.com/
https://www.myibidder.com/
https://bidsniper.auctionstealer.com/
https://www.bidnapper.com
https://justsnipe.com/
https://www.ezsniper.com
http://www.snippys.net/


1. Log in to your sniping system

How to snipe



This is what it will look like

How to snipe



2. Select and copy the number of the item 
you want from eBay

How to snipe



3. Paste it in then add your maximum bid. 
Click ‘Add’ 

How to snipe



Results



Results



Results



Results



Results

More than two bids



Caveat Emptor
Most online sellers are not stamp experts



eBay ‘specials’



Spotting the crooks







Put their name into Google

If it looks too good to be true, it probably is....



The warning 
signs are 

there



Summary

• Buying online is safe, fun and can be 
immensely rewarding

• Do your research

• Never bid on eBay, always snipe

• Unsure about sellers? Google them



It’s not all bad  
out there....



Fin



Auction Time


